Setting out from the observation that the historical present is virtually unknown to Homeric Greek, it will be argued that this curious absence is not to be explained as a purely stylistic phenomenon, but rather as linguistic in nature (Section 2): Homeric language could 'afford' to ignore the historical present, which presumably already existed at least during the later phases of oral poetry, because it possessed an alternative (older) grammatical tool that served the same narrative purpose (Sections 5-6) . In order to demonstrate this equivalence, it will first be shown, with the help of a cognitive theoretical framework, that the historical present is as much tied to an 'oral' mode of presentation as its functional predecessor was (Sections 3-4) . Moreover, it is this characteristic of the historical present which eventually turned it into a means of hinting at the oral voice of an author even when it was used in written texts belonging to much later, and profoundly literate, stages of Greek culture (Section 7).
Missing Historical Presents
Let us begin by formulating a straightforward but all the more pressing question regarding the attestation of the historical present. Scholars agree that no, or at any rate exceedingly few,3 historical presents are found in Homer. The first truly reliable examples are διδοῖ, ποιεῦσιν, γίγνεται, etc. in the fragments of Pherecydes of Syros, a fascinating but elusive writer of early cosmogonical prose (mid-6th cent. bc):4
